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private property, but one valuable IVrugino lie intended to hide
as it would not stand the journey.

In the meantime the Prussians had advanced towards Aschaffen-
burg, Ludwig I's residence. The King had to escape to the
Palatinate and was only just able to transport his horses and silver
there. It is not likely that these would have been touched, but it
was generally believed that the. Prussians would loot and destroy
everything, so strongly was the prejudice against that race rooted
in the South German countries.

In the peace negotiations Ludwig I endeavoured to avoid any
cession of Bavarian territory. The course of events had also made
a deep impression on Ludwig II. It was unfortunate that he who
had never wished for war should be justified in his wish. Like
his grandfather he now only saw the threatening predominance
of the North and poured out his heart to Richard Wagner: If
we come under Prussia's hegemony, I will go. 1 do not wish to
be a phantom King without any power.'1

Now, however, that the prestige of the Ministers had suffered
such a terrible blow, Ludwig II hoped it would be easier to secure
the return of Richard Wagner. 'I feel I must tell you,' the King
wrote to Frau Cosima (Wagner), 'that it is impossible for me to
be separated any longer from him who is my all. . . . Prepare the
beloved man for my decision to lay down the Crown/2

Wagner, however, opposed this step. He did not wish his august
friend to be faint-hearted, he wished him to retain his position,
'A King should believe in himself or else he is not King/ he replied
to his Maecenas.3 But, as for the Ministers, they should suffer for it/
he decided. The composer gave the young King 'decisive advice':
'You must not continue to rule with this Ministry and its
adherents/4

The greatest excitement prevailed in Munich. 'It would not
be possible to describe to Your Majesty the panic which reigns
since yesterday/ Huther reported to Ludwig I. 'If the Prussians
had been seen entering Munich I believe half the population would
have fled/5
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